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NEWS / A4 


TAX REMINDER Despite legal challenges in the Supreme Court, the tax reform law is now enforced in this gasoline station in Paco, Manila. A poster reminds motorists of the new taxes. —GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE 


NEWS 


CARPIO DECLINES 
TO TESTIFY IN 
IMPEACH PROBE 


NO DENGVAXIA LINK 


YET TO 14 DEATHS 


Health Secretary Francisco Duque III says most of the children died of dengue shock syndrome, but he adds experts 
have yet to determine if the vaccine is directly responsible for the deaths. Sanofi Pasteur insists it is not. 


By Julie M. Aurelio 
@JMAurelioINQ 


Most of the 14 children who died after 
being immunized with Dengvaxia were 
found to have died of dengue shock 
syndrome, Health Secretary Francisco 
Duque III said on Thursday. 


announce the initial findings of a team 
of experts that investigated the chil- 
dren’s deaths. 

“Of the clinical charts of the 14 chil- 
dren who were given Dengvaxia, it was 
clear from their medical records that 
most of them died of dengue shock 
syndrome,” he said. 


Dengvaxia, the controversial dengue 
vaccine developed by French pharma- 
ceutical giant Sanofi Pasteur, was di- 
rectly responsible for the children’s 
deaths. 

“We cannot answer that as of now 
because our experts [from Philippine 
General Hospital or PGH] were still 


Earlier, the Department of Health 
(DOH) forwarded to PGH the clinical 
records of 14 children, aged 9 to 11, who 
died after being inoculated with Deng- 
vaxia under the agency’s P3.5-billion 
dengue immunization program. 

PGH is expected to announce the 
results of the study in the coming 


The DOH halted the immunization 
program last Dec. 1, three days after 
Sanofi announced the results of new 
analysis that found Dengvaxia wors- 
ened symptoms in vaccinated people 
who had no previous exposure to the 
dengue virus. 

More than 830,000 school- 


Duque called a news conference to 


NEWS 


ZTE positions self 
as 3rd telco player 


DAVAO CITY—Shenzhen-based telecom giant 
ZTE Corp. has partnered with a Davao-based tel- 
co to connect the country’s islands with micro- 
cell towers and help boost internet connectivity. 
The five-member consortium has pledged to in- 
vest up to $2 billion (close to P100 billion) to put 
up some 50,000 microcell towers across the 
country over the next five years. —story BY 
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LACSON PROPOSAL 


‘Con-ass without House’ 


NAKU! 
KANYA-KANYANG 
CHA-CHA NA SILA! 


A Senate sitting as a constituent 
assembly (Con-ass) separate 
from the House of Representa- 
tives. 

This is the proposal of Sen. 
Panfilo “Ping” Lacson to pre- 
vent the Senate from becoming 
irrelevant should the House in- 
sist on a Con-ass with both 
chambers to amend the 1987 
Constitution. 

Lacson on Thursday said he 
would file a resolution =F 
next week to convene A8 


Duque could not say, however, if 


Roque told: Defend 
‘comfort women’ 


The Gabriela Women’s Party on Thursday chal- 
lenged presidential spokesperson Harry Roque 
to defend Filipino “comfort women” in the con- 
troversy over a statue representing World War II 
sex Slaves in Manila. Roque said his former role 
as a lawyer for Malaya Lolas was irrelevant as 
his new role now was to speak on behalf of Presi- 
dent Duterte. —STORY BY JHESSET O. ENANO, LEILA 

B. SALAVERRIA AND DJ YAP A8 
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studying ... the clinical records,” he said. 


THE WILD 
KIDS ARE 


weeks. 
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Ferraris, Porsches 
to be wrecked 


TUGUEGARAO CITY—Show-offs will no 
longer have a source of cheap Ferraris, Porsches, 
Benzes or Lamborghinis if the head of the Ca- 
gayan Export Zone Authority (Ceza) makes good 
his promise to destroy the sports cars smuggled 
into Ceza through the Santa Ana port in Cagayan 
province. Raul Lambino, Ceza chief, said he was 
bent on getting rid of the “fruits of the 

poisonous tree.” —sToRY BY MELVIN GASCON A9 
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NEWS) A10 
REYES SUES ROQUE 
FOR CONTEMPT 


PORTRAIT OF A HERO 
AS HEARTTHROB 


iz 
children had received at least A8 


SPORTS 


Clippers beat 
depleted Warriors 


OAKLAND—Lou Williams scored 27 of his ca- 
reer-high 50 points in the third quarter and the un- 
dermanned Los Angeles Clippers beat the Golden 
State Warriors for the first time in more than three 
years, 125-106, on Wednesday that spoiled a mile- 
stone night for Kevin Durant here. Durant became 
the 44th NBA player to score 20,000 points, finish- 
ing with 40, but couldn’t carry the Warriors, mmm 
who missed Steph Curry. —story BY AP A17 


